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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH NUCLEAR PROGRAM AND NPT ADHERENCE 
REF: (A) DACCA 3343; (B) DACCA 3109 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO NOTIFY FONOFF AND OTHER BDG 
OEFICIALS AS APPROPRIATE THAT THE US WILL BE WILLING IN 
PRINCIPLE (SUBJECT TO INTERNAL USG AUTHORIZATION) TO ENTER 
INTO EXPLORATORY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE BDG EOR AN AGREEMENT 
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EOR COOPERATION WHICH WOULD AUTHORIZE THE SALE OE A TRIGA 
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RESEARCH REACTOR AND ASSOCIATED FUEL. EMBASSY SHOULD 
WARMLY WELCOME BDG INTEREST IN NPT ACCESSION, SAYING WE 
BELIEVE THAT ACCESSION WOULD MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION 
TO REGIONAL STABILITY. 

2. DR. ANWAR HOSSAIN, MEMBER OE THE BANGLADESH ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMMISSION, IN A CALL ON OES DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRE- 
ARY KRATZER ON JULY 9, REITERATED INEORMATION CONTAINED 
EETEL B, I.E., BANGLADESH IS WILLING AND ACTIVELY PURSUING 
PROCEDURES EOR ACCESSION TO THE NPT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, 

AND DESIRES TO NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT EOR COOPERATION IN THE 
CIVIL USES OE ATOMIC ENERGY WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE NPT, HOSSAIN STATED THAT HE COULD 
NOT EORESEE ANY POSSIBLE DIEEICULTIES WHICH WOULD PREVENT 
HIS GOVERNMENT FROM "SIGNING AND RATIFYING" (SIC, SEE 
PARA 6) PRIOR TO THE IAEA GENERAL CONEERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
BRAZIL, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 21, 1976, AND DEPOSITING IN- 
STRUMENT OE RATIFICATION WITH THE US ON RETURN TRIP TO 
BANGLADESH. KRATZER SUGGESTED DEPOSITING INSTRUMENT OF 
RATIFICATION BEFORE IAEA GENERAL CONEERENCE SO THAT 
BANGLADESH COULD ATTEND CONEERENCE AS A EULL-FLEDGED 
PARTY TO THE TREATY. 

4. DURING DISCUSSION OE AGREEMENT EOR COOPERATION, KRATZER 
EXPLAINED US PROCEDURES REQUIRED IN NEGOTIATING AGREEMENT. 
HOSSAIN PROVIDED A COPY OP DRAFT AGREEMENT WHICH KRATZER 
STATED WAS VERY BROAD AND SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE IN BDG INTEREST EOR THE AGREEMENT TO COVER THEIR 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS (I.E., THE RESEARCH REACTOR). A LIMITED 
AGREEMENT WOULD ENJOY ADVANTAGE OF SIMPLIFIED CONGRESSION- 
AL REVIEW PROCEDURE EOR AGREEMENTS COVERING ONLY RESEARCH 
REACTORS BELOW LIVE MAGAWATTS THERMAL LEVEL. SUCH A 
SPECIPIC AGREEMENT WOULD NOT PRECLUDE COOPERATION IN THE 
PUTURE UNDER AN ADDITIONAL AGREEMENT WHEN BDG POWER 
REACTOR NEEDS ARE CLEARLY DEPINED. HOSSAIN AGREED AND 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR THE GUIDANCE. KRATZER 
EMPHASIZED HE WAS PROVIDING INPORMAL VIEWS AND THAT 
OPFICIAL US RESPONSE TO BDG PROPOSAL FOR RESEARCH COOPERA- 
TION WOULD BE PROVIDED THROUGH US EMBASSY IN DACCA, 
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TOGETHER WITH US DRAPT OP AGREEMENT, IP RESPONSE IS 
APFIRMATIVE. 

5. ASSUMING THAT PONOPF CONFIRMS WILLINGNESS TO BECOME 
NPT PARTY, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO REQUEST CIRCULAR 175 
AUTHORIZATION TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS, THEN PORWARD A DRAPT 
AGREEMENT EOR COOPERATION AS INDICATED IN PARA. 4 ABOVE. 
WILLINGNESS OP BDG TO BECOME NPT PARTY OP ITS OWN 
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VOLITION IS MOST WELCOME STEP, AND WE WOULD STRONGLY 
PREEER TO AVOID HAVING TO MAKE AN EXPLICIT LINKAGE BETWEEN 
NPT ADHERENCE AND NEGOTIATION OE AN AGREEMENT EOR COOPERA- 
TION. HOWEVER, IE ASKED, YOU MAY INDICATE TO FONOEE THAT 
DECISION BY BDG TO BECOME NPT PARTY IS HIGHLY SIGNIEICANT 
EACTOR IN US WILLINGNESS IN PRINCIPLE TO ENGAGE IN NUCLEAR 
COOPERATION WITH BANGLADESH. BEGIN EYE THE PROVISION 
OP AGREEMENT BETWEEN GENERAL ATOMICS AND BDG RESTRICTING 
ENRICHMENT OP PUEL TO BELOW 20 IS ALSO QUITE HELPPUL. 

WE ANTICIPATE THAT 20 ENRICHMENT RESTRICTION WILL BE A 
PEATURE OF US DRAFT OF AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION. ANY 
DRAFT AGREEMENT WOULD ALSO REQUIRE PROVISION FOR MUTUALLY 
AGREEABLE PHYSICAL SECURITY. END FYI. 

6. WITH RESPECT TO INQUIRY PARA. 5 REFTEL A, PROCEDURES 
FOR ADHERING TO NPT ARE QUITE SIMPLE. SIGNATURE OF TREATY 
IS NOT NECESSARY (OR POSSIBLE SINCE TREATY WAS CLOSED TO 
FURTHER SIGNATORIES AS OF MARCH 5, 1970, THE DATE OF ITS 
ENTRY INTO FORCE). INSTEAD, STATE WISHING TO BECOME PARTY 
TO THE TREATY, FOLLOWING ITS OWN CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES 
FOR ACCESSION TO A TREATY, DEPOSITS INSTRUMENT OF ACCES- 
SION WITH ONE OR MORE (PREFERABLY ALL) OF THREE DEPOSITARY 
GOVERNMENTS (US, UK, USSR). UNDER TERMS OF TREATY, THE 
ADHERING STATE, NOT LATER THAN THE DATE OF DEPOSIT OF ITS 
INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION, BEGINS NEGOTIATION OF AN AGREE- 
MENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY PLACING 
THAT COUNTRY'S NUCLEAR FACILITIES UNDER IAEA SAFEGUARDS. 
SUCH AN AGREEMENT MUST COME INTO FORCE WITHIN 18 MONTHS 
AFTER THE INITIATION OF SUCH NEGOTIATIONS. ROBINSON 
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